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SUBJECT THREE RHODESIAN NEWSMEN SENTENCED TO SIX MONTHS EACH 

REF GABORONE 354 

1 . THREE STAFF MEMBERS OF RHODESIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
(RBC), WHO WERE DETAINED UPON ENTERING BOTSWANA TO COVER THE STORY 
OF THE 384 C RHODESIAN SCHOLCHILDREN (REFTELC) HAVE EACH BREN 
SENTENCED IN FRANCISTOWN TO PRISON TERMS OF SIX MONTHS FOR 
ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION. THE MEN ARE 

RODNEY GALE, AN RBC NEWS EDITOR, DAVID COCKBURN, RBC TELEVISION 
CAMERAMAN AND BEN NCUBE, AN ANNOUNCER WITH RBC S NDEBELE SERVICE. 
THEY HAD IN THEIR POSSESSION AN FN RIFLE AND 20 ROUNDS OF 
AMMUNITION WHICH THEY CLAIM RBC S ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER HAD 
GIVEN THEM FOR SELF-PROTECTION EN ROUTE TO BOTSWANA 

2. COMMENT: UNDER BOTSWANA LAW, THE SENTENCE FOR SUCH A 
CRIME IS USUALLY PRISON OR A FINE IN CASES IN WHICH THE ACCUSED 
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IS A FIRST OFFENDER OR FOREIGNER. THE MEN WILL NO DOUBT 
APPEAL AS HAPPENED IN THE CASE OF TWO AMERICANS, CONVICTED 
IN LATE 1975 OF A SIMILAR OFFENSE, WHO WERE SENTENCED BY 
THE SAME MAGISTRATE TO PRISON WITH NO OPTION OF A FINE. THE 
HIGH COURT VIRTUALLY DISMISSED THAT CASE, GIVING THE MEN A 
TOKEN R5 FINE 
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